
Antarctica & Cape Horn – 16 Days  

Dec 19, 2023 to Jan 4, 2024. 

Featuring four days of cruising the Antarctica Peninsula region with views of Elephant 
Island, Antarctic Sound and Gerlache Strait.  

We sail from Santiago to Punta Arenas (with a day trip to Magdalena Is.), then to 
Ushuaia (with a day trip to Tierra Major National Park), do some scenic cruising 
around Cape Horn, and then cruise around the Antarctic Peninsula visiting Elephant 
Island, Antarctic Sound, Deception Island, Gerlache Strait, Neumayer Channel, South 
Shetland Islands and Admiralty Bay. After that we cruise to the Falkland Islands and 
Stanley (and with a day trip to Seal Bay), then Montevideo (free day to enjoy 
Uruguayan culture), and end in Buenos Aires.  

Cost $4,999 per person, sharing an interior two-berth, two twin-bed cabin, with all field 
trips from the boat and food included. Includes two Ventures Birding guides who will 
lead field trips and bird from the boat. 

We will organize pre and post trips in Chile and Argentina TBA. 

 

While on the boat, we will bird looking for albatrosses, Cape Pigeons, shearwaters, 
petrels, cormorants, Sheathbills, steamer-ducks, and penguins. 

Punta Arenas target birds: Flightless and Flying Steamer-Ducks, Magellanic 
Oystercatcher, Crested Duck, Rufous-chested Dotterel, Chimango Caracara, Austral 
Parakeet, Black-faced Ibis, Magellanic Penguin, King Penguin, several cinclodes, 
Upland Goose, and Magellanic Diving-Petrel. 

Ushuaia target birds: Magellanic Cormorant, Black-chinned Siskin, Kelp Goose, 
Southern Lapwing, Fuegian Snipe, Chiloe Wigeon, Spectacled Duck, Patagonian 
Sierra-Finch, Fire-eyed Diucon, Coscoroba Swan and White-banded Mockingbird. 

Antarctic peninsula cruise target birds: skuas, terns, Sheathbill, Macaroni, 
Chinstrap, Adelie, Emperor and Gentoo Penguins, gulls, giant-petrels, Gray-headed, 
Light-mantled, Wandering and Black-browed Albatross, storm-petrels, Common Diving-



Petrel, prions, Southern Fulmar, shearwaters, Soft-plumed, Kerguelen, Snow, Blue, 
Cape and Antarctic Petrels. 

Falklands target birds: Falklands Steamer-duck, Sheathbill, Southern Rockhopper 
Penguin, Blackish Oystercatcher, Two-banded Plover, Slender-billed Prion and Slivery 
Grebe. 

Daily Itinerary 

Day 1 (Dec 19)  Depart port at 6 pm. 
As we depart Valparaiso port, we will look for the following common harbor species 
such as Kelp, Gray and Brown-hooded Gulls, Inca Tern, both Humboldt and Magellanic 
Penguins, Peruvian Booby, Guanay Cormorant, Peruvian Pelican and Blackish 
Oystercatcher. 
 
Day 2 (Dec 20)  At sea. 
An early start after breakfast will find us birding from one of the decks. By this time, we 
will be in deep blue water and we can expect a variety of pelagic species including 
Buller’s, Salvin’s, Black-browed, Royal and Waved Albatrosses, Peruvian Diving-Petrel, 
Pink-footed and Sooty Shearwaters, Southern Fulmar, and a variety of petrels including 
Cape, Westland, White-chinned and if we are lucky – a Juan Fernandez. After lunch we 
will resume our pelagic birding, and as we steam further south, we can expect greater 
numbers of all these species except the Waved Albatross which will be increasingly 
rare. 
 
Day 3 (Dec 21)  At sea 
Another early start after breakfast will find us birding from one of the decks. We can 
expect the numbers and frequency of Antarctic species to increase. We can certainly 
expect to see both Northern and Southern Giant-Petrels among the albatrosses. We 
might also be treated to groups of phalaropes. And we can expect to see skuas 
(jaegers), Stejneger’s Petrel and increasing numbers of Wandering Albatrosses. If we 
are lucky - we might also see the diurnal Swallow-tailed Gulls. 
 
Day 4 (Dec 22)  At sea. 
Today we will be sufficiently far south to expect Sooty Albatrosses, Slender-billed 
Prions, Cape Petrels, Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, Gray-headed and Royal Albatrosses. 
 
Day 5 (Dec 23)  Punta Arenas, Chile - Magdalena Island & Penguin Reserve  
Today will be enter the fjords of southern Chile and Terra del Fuego. We can 
expect to see Imperial Cormorants, Chilean Skua, Dolphin Gull and 
Magellanic Diving-Petrel. We will cross the Strait of Magellan on a 4-5 hour 
excursion to Isla Magdalena and Isla Marta. Together, these islands form the Los 
Pinguinos National Monument, which protects more than 120,000 penguins as well as 
a small colony of sea lions. The islands form an interesting ecosystem - Marta Island 
is home to more than 1,000 sea lions, along with cormorants, skuas, the various gull 
species, Antarctic pigeon and sea elephants. Due to local regulations, we can only 



circumnavigate the island to admire and photograph both the colony and the diversity 
of marine birds that live there. On Magdalena Island, you will go ashore and interact 
with one of the major colonies of Magellanic penguins - more than 150,000 birds - 
spending an hour walking among colony. We can also expect to see Upland, 
Ashy-headed and Kelp Geese, Flying Steamer-Ducks, Magellanic 
Cormorants, Crested Ducks, Rufous-chested Dotterel, Coscorba Swans, 
White-tufed Grebes, both caracaras and various cinclodes species.  
 
Day 6 (Dec 24)  Ushuaia, Chile - Tierra Major National Park 
Arriving in Ushuaia, we will do a 4-hour excursion to Tierra Major National 
Park. The plentiful birdlife includes all three caracaras, Austral Parakeets, swans, 
snipe, condors and many other species unique to the southern hemisphere including 
Thorn-tailed Rayadito, Austral Negrito, Fire-eyed Diucon, Asutral Thrush, Magellanic 
Woodpecker, Patagonian Sierra-Finch, White-throated Treerunner, Dark-faced 
Ground-Tyrant, Black-faced Ibis and Yellow-bridled Finch. 
 
Day 7 (Dec 25)  Cape Horn 
After leaving Ushuaia, we will cruise along the fjords of Cape Horn and look 
for cormorants, shearwaters, petrels, albatrosses, and ducks. 
 
Day 8 (Dec 26)  Antarctic Peninsula 
Arriving in the mid-morning among the islands of the Antarctic Peninsula we 
will bird from one of the decks and try to locate the five species of albatross 
including Royal, giant-petrels, storm-petrels, Southern Fulmars, and five 
petrel species including the rare Blue Petrel. 
 
Day 9 (Dec 27)  Antarctic Peninsula 
Today will be spent cruising the amazingly beautiful Neumayer Channel 
looking for storm-petrels, penguins, skuas, penguins, giant-petrels and 
albatrosses. 
 
Day 10 (Dec 28)  Antarctic Peninsula 
Arriving at Deception Island, we should be welcomed by Antarctic Tern, 
Emperor, Gentoo, Macaroni, and Adelie Penguins. Wilson’s and Black-bellied 
Storm-Petrels will be a common sight, while Antarctic Prion and Antarctic 
Shag will be easy to see. We will also cruise into Admiralty Bay looking for 
the skuas, gulls, penguins including king, chinstrap and gentoo, and 
albatrosses in particular the Light-mantled Albatross. 
 
Day 11 (Dec 29)  Antarctic Peninsula 
Today we will cruise up to and around Elephant Island, and we hope to see 
Gentoo, Chinstrap, Emperor and Adelie Pengiuns, several skua species, lots 
of Cape Pigeons and Southern Fulmars, and if we are lucky a Snow Petrel 
among by what is now the typical birds of the Antarctic Peninsula. We will 
depart in the late afternoon to cruise to the Falklands. 
 



 
 
Day 12 (Dec 30)  At sea 
We will bird the deep blue water between Antarctica and the Falkland Islands 
hoping for any pelagic petrels, shearwaters, storm-petrels, prions and 
albatrosses that we missed on the cruise to the peninsula. As we arrive in 
the Falklands we hope to also see Gray-backed Storm-Petrels. 
 
Day 13 (Dec 31)  Falklands Islands – Seal Bay 
Today we will do an excursion to Seal Bay and the Volunteer Penguin colony. 
We should see plenty of Gentoo, Magellanic and King Penguins, Ruddy-
headed Geese, Falkland Steamer-Ducks, both oystercatchers, Correndera 
Pipits, Long-tailed Meadowlarkss, Black-chinned Siskin, White-bridled 
Finches, Snowy Sheathbills and Striated Caracara.  
 
Day 14 (Jan 1)  At sea 
We will bird the deep blue water between Falkland Islands and South 
America hoping for any pelagic petrels, shearwaters, storm-petrels, prions 
and albatrosses that we missed on the cruise around the Falklands. 
 
Day 15 (Jan 2)  At sea 
We will continue to bird the deep blue water between the Falkland Islands 
and South America hoping for any pelagic petrels, shearwaters, storm-
petrels, prions and albatrosses that we missed on the cruise to the 
peninsula. As we approach Uruguay we might see Royal Tern, Yellow-nosed 
Albatross, even Neotropic Cormorant. 
 
Day 16 (Jan 3)  Montevideo, Uruguay 
Free day to enjoy the sights and sounds of Montevideo. 
 
Day 17 (Jan 4)  Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Arrive and disembark and return to the US unless you plan to do a post-trip 
to the pampas of Argentina. 

 

 

 

 


